Disease symptoms were observed on both leaf surfaces, with orange-yellow pustules frequently uniformly covering the entire surface. Infection spots became necrotic with time, and many small holes (3 to 5 mm diameter) developed on older leaves as a result of such necroses. At the Azores, disease incidence was high, with most plants exhibiting disease symptoms, and severity was mostly high, with the surface of many leaves in each plant covered with spore masses. At Madeira, incidence was low, with only a few plants showing symptoms, but severity was moderate, with some leaves per plant exhibiting partial or nearly total coverage by pustules. Microscopic examination of pustules revealed the presence of urediniospores and teliospores. Urediniospores were subglobose, ovoid or piriform, echinulate, 25 to 37 × 18 to 27 μm, with two equatorial pores. Teliospores were clavate to cylindrical, with rounded apex, frequently slightly constricted at the sept, palebrown, 43 to 67 × 15 to 18 μm, with a short pedicel, matching the description of Puccinia thaliae Dietel (Sivanesan 1970).
